	Project: Professional Ethics

	Introduction:

	The subject of personal and professional ethics is not only personal but is a social and moral issue as well in all professions. What you believe to be right and wrong and how you conduct yourself in certain situations makes an impact – from tiny to enormous – on you, your friends, your employer, your coworkers, and society in general. Consider all the legal problems in the world in recent years stemming from employees in business, government, education, nonprofit groups, etc. violating ethical principles. 

This project aims to help you think about the powerful role of ethics for you personally and in your employment world. While ethics is a complex and multi-faceted issue that a four page project can hardly begin to summarize, the value of this project lies in the thought and personal introspection that you will do on the subject. This is a project that should clearly demonstrate your writing competence, your ability to make a solid, logical argument and your skills at thoughtfully discussing a complex issue. If you choose to do this project, please take your ethics and this project seriously. Done well, this project can be an excellent portfolio addition and discussion topic in an interview.

	Instructions:

	Read Chapters 20 and 22 in the textbook, Career Planning Strategies: Hire Me! (5th Edition). 

You must do all of the following requirements.  Your finished paper should be 3-4 pages in length.

A. Ethics in Practice:   Write 1-2 pages explaining the significance of ethics in your area of business.  Feel free to address one or more of the following in depth:

· Where do the ethics commonly employed in business, government, the judiciary, politics, government, etc. come from?

· How have ethics (especially in business, government, and politics) evolved? Where do you feel they are headed?

· What are the current ethical concerns in your specific professional field?

· What is the difference between ethics and values?  How are the two connected?  

· How has the issue of ethics arisen in your college career? How have you handled it? 

· What ethics related courses have you taken? What did you learn? How have they affected you?

· How has your university addressed ethics in its curriculum? What affect has that had on you?

B. Applied Ethics in Professional Environments:  Write 1-2 pages describing the following:
· Contact someone you know who has been working for several years in the professional work world (or in your chosen field).  This can be a mentor, a family member, a friend, etc.
· Ask them to describe a situation in which their ethics were challenged while conducting business, and how they handled the situation.
· Analyze why this situation posed an ethical dilemma, describe how it was actually handled and describe how you might have handled it. Discuss the pros and cons of each possible reaction to the situation. 



	Turn In:

	· 1-2 pages on personal ethics experiences

· 1-2 pages on a professional work environment ethics "situation"


